
Fundación
Entre Mujeres (FEM)

International Analog 
Forestry Network 
(IAFN)

Restoring our planet’s life support systems 
while improving economic opportunities for people



The  International  Analog  Forestry  Network (IAFN) is a non-governmental 
civil society organisation that promotes the application and appreciation 
of the techniques of analog forestry as a critical component of a new 
rural development paradigm.  IAFN works with partners in more than 
20 countries in the world1 to address the problems of deforestation, 
monoculture plantations, land grabbing, and degradation of forest 
ecosystems, which threaten the planet’s life support systems.   

The Need for Sustainably Managed Forests

Forests are critical for sustaining life, they are home to million of species, 
produce oxygen, protect the soil, purify the water, and provide food 
and shelter, among others. However, worldwide over 30 million acres of 
forest and woodlands are lost every year due to deforestation, causing 
many rural populations to lose their livelihoods.2 Most forests and farms 
are managed in an unsustainable ways, lacking women´s participation 
and impacting negatively on their environmental and socio-economic 
functions. 

1.  Australia, Belgium, Benin, Brazil, Cameroon, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, France, India, Italy, Mexico, Peru, Spain, Sri Lanka, The Netherlands, Togo, Uganda, and USA.
2. Raymond E. Gullison, et all. Tropical Forests and Climate Policy. Published online May 10 2007; 10.1126/science.1136163
3. OXFAM America, The truth about land grabs. Available at:  https://www.oxfamamerica.org/take-action/campaign/food-farming-and-hunger/land-grabs/

Measuring trees , Bolivia © IAFN

Linked to the need for the sustainable management of forests and 
farms, there has been a significant increase in land grabbing for large-
scale land use. Approximately, 81 million acres of land worldwide have 
been sold off to foreign investors, many of them without the free, prior, 
and informed consent of communities.3 These large-scale land deals are 
usually intended to cultivate profitable crops (like palm oil or sugarcane) 
and not to feed the local communities. 

IAFN is a network of NGO partners in 20 countries that promotes 
analog forestry techniques as part of a critical new approach to 
rural development. Analog Forestry is an approach to  ecological 
restoration  that uses natural forests as guides to create  ecologically 
stable and socio-economically productive landscapes. It is a complex 
and holistic form of silviculture, which minimises external inputs, such 
as agrochemicals and fossil fuels, fostering instead existing ecological 
systems’ resilience and productivity. Analog Forestry values ecological 
sustainability while also working on meeting local rural communities’ 
social and economic needs, through the production of diverse marketable 
goods and services, including food, medicine, fuel, and fodder. 
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IAFN coordinates with government entities, farmers and 
farmer groups, indigenous communities, researchers, 
academic institutions, and private enterprises around 
the world to restore the productivity of degraded lands 
and provide new sources of income and food to the local 
population using the analog forestry methodology. 
IAFN does this through fours work areas: its network of 
trainers provide capacity building to groups of farmers, 
NGOs, experts, and decision makers on the theory and 
practice of analog forestry for sustainable community 
development. Currently, IAFN has four training centres 
in Cameroon, Sri Lanka, Bolivia and Costa Rica. It also has 
demonstration sites which show how analog forestry can 
be implemented in a local context. In addition, IAFN offers 
certification, working with the production standard for 
Forest Garden products, which allows sustainable forest 
products to reach a value-added market. The network 
also works in knowledge management, circulating 
experiences, lessons learned and research from the 
network partners. In bringing together the analog 
forestry global community of practice IAFN plays a vital 
role in contributing to the restoration of our planet’s life 
support systems and improved economic opportunities 
for rural populations. 
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“GAGGA is an opportunity to better understand 
the intersections between women’s rights and the 
protection of the environment… it has allowed us 
to include the agenda of women’s rights in a more 
organic way” Isabel Macdonald, IAFN Office Manager



Through GAGGA’s support, IAFN is strengthening alliances and coordination with groups of women working with the 
analog forestry approach across the globe. In partnership with organised women’s groups, IAFN is strengthening women’s 
leadership in environmental protection and ensuring women’s needs and experiences are visible and valued. For instance, 
IAFN has trained women in Cameroon, Costa Rica, and Bolivia on analog forestry methodologies and gender. The network 
has actively worked to include women in its pool of trainers, such as through the Costa Rican Rural Women’s Network. 
In Sri Lanka, women tea producers are working towards Forest Garden Products certification that will allow sustainable 
forest products to reach a value added market. In 2016, IAFN also organized a dialogue in Cameroon that brought together 
academics, women smallholders, and local council representatives to discuss the difficulties women face in accessing land. 
The partnership with GAGGA has made IAFN’s work on forest restoration stronger thanks to its commitment to women’s 
rights to land use and property.

For more information on GAGGA, please contact Maite Smet, GAGGA Programme Coordinator at maite@fcmujeres.org or visit our websites: 
www.fcmujeres.org, www.bothends.org, and www.mamacash.org. 
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The integration of a women´s rights focus into analog forestry


